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Such were the components of the famous New York
Regency. Before the death of Mr, Wright, who though the
youngest was the first to die, the members of the Regency
no longer concentrated at Albany; the organization insti-
tuted in 1828 had become enfeebled, divided, and lost
character.

The National Republicans, or Whigs, of New York soon
began to imitate the Democrats and attempted a similar
organization for party ascendancy with little regard for
principle. Thurlow Weed, the master spirit, had been a
conspicuous anti-Mason, and, finding success impracticable
on that narrow and prescriptive basis, he and most of his
anti-Masonic associates coalesced with Masonic Feder-
alists and other cliques, and, by the free use of money,
which was obtained in abundance from the merchants,
manufacturers, and others in the city of New York, made
themselves a formidable though not a compact nor, until
the Democrats began to fail, a successful party. But the
central directing power, a Regency composed of several
superior minds combined and united in the government
and possessing the confidence of the people, was wanting.
Weed, whose mental strength and power compared with
Marcy and whose energy and industry were unsurpassed,
removed to Albany and established the Journal, a paper
in opposition to the Argus, the recognized organ of the
Regency. Both papers were conducted with ability. Weed
was almost alone in his political operations, while the
editor of the Argust surrounded and guided by others,
became loose in MB politics, and, like Marcy, indulged in
pecuniary speculations that were unfortunate, enlisted, as
did his antagonist Weed, in corrupt schemes, was a legis-
lative lobbyist, lost confidence, and by his mismanagement
contributed to the defeat of his party. Weed had no such
backers and associates as the editor of the Argus, but he
found a ready and able coadjutor in Mr. Seward, who just
at the period of his removal to Albany entered upon his
public career. There were men of intellect and ability in